ohioline.ag.ohio-state.edu -- your Link to Information, News, and Education

OHIO
SIAIE

UMNIVERSITY

Bulletin

Extension

ORNAMENTAL GRASS
EVALUATIONS

Amy K. Stone
Extension Agent, Horticulture

Becky McCann
Program Assistant, Horticulture

The Agricultural Business Enhancement Center

Evaluators
Pam Bortz, Master Gardener
Hank Hiris, Master Gardener
Kathy Hubert, Master Gardener
Skip Townsend, Master Gardener
Mary Weaks, Master Gardener

Summary

An ornamental grass demonstration garden
was installed at the Ohio State University Exten-
sion, Agricultural Business Enhancement (ABE)
Center in thefall of 1996. The purpose of the gar-
den is to provide information to our clientele re-
garding ornamental grasses. The plantsin the gar-
den are labeled with the scientific and common
names for observation. Five Master Gardener vol-
unteers evaluated the gardens in 1999. The dem-
onstration garden is an ongoing research project
of Northwest Ohio Master Gardeners.

| ntroduction

In recent years, the popularity of ornamental
grasses has been on the rise. Thisis evident with
the increase of plantings in public gardens and
home landscapes, as well asthe availability of ad-
ditional plants at garden centers and nurseries.
There has also been an increase in consumer calls
to Extension offices requesting information on
certain characteristics of ornamental grass variet-
ies, the care and maintenance of these plants, and
plant hardiness.

In an attempt to meet the needs of clientelein
Northwest Ohio, Master Gardeners at the ABE

Summaries
Mary Eagan, Master Gardener
Mark Shearman, Master Gardener
Martha Shearman, Master Gardener

Center planted and evaluated an ornamental grass
demonstration garden. The garden is located out-
sidethe ABE Center officein Bowling Green. The
bed is on the east side of a two-story brick build-
ing. Thesoil conditionsvary greatly from clay (na
tive soil type) to sand (used as a backfill when the
building was built). A two inch layer of mulch was
applied during theinitial planting stage, and Mas-
ter Gardenersweeded the areawhen necessary. An
application of fertilizer was applied in April 1999.

Discussion

Forty-five ornamental grass plants arein the
demonstration garden. The garden was planted in
thefall of 1996. In 1999, volunteers evaluated the
grasses every two weeks during the months of May
through September and once a month the remain-
der of the year.

Each evaluator ranked the foliage, inflores-
cence (INFLOR.), damage from insect, damage
from disease, and added additional noteworthy
comments. Each total was obtained by averaging
the data collected. A rating scale of 1 to 5, with
1 being thelowest, was used. Following isthe sum-
mary of the evaluations of this project.
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Andropogon gerardii - Big Bluestem

6/99 7/99 8/8/99 8/22/99 9/5/99 9/26/99 10/99 11/99
FOLIAGE - color ....... 35 23 2.8 i 26 . 3 3 25 15
FOLIAGE - overdl ....35............. 23 26 . 2 33 25 23 15

INFLOR. - COIOF ...coovvvereereeeererenns 35 s 25 e, 3 Qoo
INFLOR. - texture ........cccceeveeuvenee. 35 i P AR 1 T B s
INFLOR. - overall .......cooeeuvvuennee. 35 i 25 s 25 s Qe
FOLIAGE Height ..... 28" 28" i 28" i 28" . 28" i 22" e 22" 22
TOTAL Height .....ccooeevveieiiicenne 48" . 63" . 70T B e
COMMENTS o center died e+ early growth  « needs more + thick clump + floppy & ecrowdedby *green&
out died sun with half ratty looking  Giant Reed brown, great
ssomebrown ¢ newgrowth e alot of brown brown « tangled fall color
tips looks good stems * too crowded clump + untidy clump
+ kind of » would look o inflores- « bumnit
ratty& ill- better if dead cence very
mannered foliage attractive
« still has removed « mogtly
good color * just starting brown &
to bloom floppy
Arundo donax - Giant Reed
6/99 7/99 8/8/99 8/22/99 9/5/99 9/26/99 10/99 11/99
FOLIAGE - color ....... A7 e, L YT D s 46 ... 45 .., LS T i 4.5
FOLIAGE - overdl ....4.7 .............. L PP T L S 46 ... 45 .., 45 .. 43 .. 4.5

INFLOR. = COIOT 1..uviiviitiiteeeeeeitesteste e e stesteebesaeetseaesaestesbesbesbesbeebeesseasensenbasbesbesbeshesbeeaseRaessessebebesbesbesbeeaeensensensensents
INFLOR. - texture
INFLOR. - overal

FOLIAGE Height ....... '
TOTAL HEGNE ..o
COMMENTS  «giant * must be « upright, sturdy, + Jack’s * definitely * agiant *itblooms  « foliage looking
«lookslikeblue  divided next forceful looking  Beanstalk impressivefor ., || blue « giant!! ragged
corn stalks yed,itstaking « monster plant ~ + giant theright spot—, oreen « inflorescence
« looksinvasive g‘q’grgfh%g‘égg : g%aé tb(l)ue « il HUGE lfggtl;wselr i l((jﬁ a
* Wow, stil(lj blue- foliage + lower portion
greenan browning
standing tal « very impressive

inright location

Briza media - Quaking Grass

6/99 7/99 8/8/99 8/22/99 9/5/99 9/26/99 10/99 11/99
FOLIAGE - calor ....... 35, 17 e, L et e b e sbeebeebeebeere e ennennens
FOLIAGE - overdl .... 2.7 .............. 15 s RSP RURRUPPRRROR

INFLOR. = COIOF 1.uviitiitiitieeeiteiti st etestestestesteete e s esaestesbesbesbesbesbeeseessessensesseabeabesheaheebsessesseseesbesbeebesbeebeebeeRsensensensenbesbeabeabeebeeaeensenseseeses
INFLOR. - texture
INFLOR. - overal

FOLIAGE Height
TOTAL HEIGNE c.oveeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee e eee e se e se e se s ee s s e e e ses e e seseeseses e ee s e s es e s et ses e eseees e essees e eeeses e esses e eneesssnea
COMMENTS + spreading, low  « dying + [ooks dead, * dead

lying, limp brown to

looking ground
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Calamagrostisarun.'Karl Foerster’-Foer ster's Feather R. Grass

6/99 7/99 8/8/99 8/22/99 9/5/99 9/26/99 10/99 11/99
FOLIAGE - color ....... 45 . 37 s 36 33 36 i 35 v A 3.6
FOLIAGE - overdl ... 4.3 .............. 37 s 36 i 33 33 s 3 e v A 3.6
INFLOR. - calor ......... 5
INFLOR. - texture....5 ..o
INFLOR. - overall ...... 5
FOLIAGE Height ..... 30"
TOTAL Height.......... 46"
COMMENTS s outstanding  * upright o great * vertical » beautiful
« brown tips inflorescence  + needs more inflorescence fall accent
onbottom  Withdlight room to enjoy with arching * remains
foliagethe ~ aching its beauty foliage upright and
restlooks  eitisbeing * lovely harvest
great crowded by dthough looking
estartingto  Other grasses crowded «inflores-
be crowded « excellent cence
by other inflorescence, looking
plants soft arching frazzled but
foliage blades
* great grass, green
but cramped in
thislocation
+ shaded by
other grasses

Calamagrostis arundinacea var. brachytricha - Korean R. Grass

6/99 7/99 8/8/99 8/22/99 9/5/99 9/26/99 10/99 11/99
FOLIAGE - color ....... 43 ... 33 e, 36 s 33 et 1C 2SR 1 I 33 35
FOLIAGE - overdl ....2.7 .............. C 34, 33 s P 1 I 33 33
INFLOR. - color ......... 45 ... 35 4o, 33 s 35 1 I 33 33
INFLOR. - texture..... 45 ... 35 42 e, 33 s 33 e 1 I 33 e 33
INFLOR. - overall ...... 45 .............. G 38 s 33 s 1C 2 1 I C T 33
FOLIAGE Height ..... 19" ... 20" e, 21" e, 21" s 21" s 21" 21" . 21"
TOTAL Height.......... 30" . 32" e, 33 e, 33" 33" e 33" . 33" 33"
COMMENTS scrowdedby  ethingrowth  «too crowded, + t00 shaded * upright o crowded &  * upright
other plants  « needs more could look + 100 shaded by shaded by inflorescence,
« foliage not room better if given other plants other foliage still green
holdingup ~ «kindof raty ~ theroom grasses
well looking + shaded by * delicate
« upright other grasses inflores-
inflorescence cence,
upright habit
Carex glauca - Blue Sedge
6/99 7/99 8/8/99 8/22/99 9/5/99 9/26/99 10/99 11/99
FOLIAGE - color ....... 43 ... 35 34, 2 e 2 e 25 .. 2.7 o, 2.7
FOLIAGE - overadl ....4.3.............. 35 36 s 2 e 17 s 25 . 25 2.7
INFLOR. - color ......... 43 ... 3
INFLOR. - texture..... 43 ... 3
INFLOR. - overall ...... 43 ... 2.7 e
FOLIAGE Height ..... 10" s 8" e 8
TOTAL Height........... T I = SO S SRRSO RR
COMMENTS « full hedthy o thick, full, « Foliagelimp ~ « unkept * browning, s strangerose- green-gray  * brown mat with
growth lookstangled o Thick mat looking drooping, looking mat alittlegreen
*niceedging «losing blue « brown & appearsmatted  inflorescence  « |ots of
plant color, dight green mat down brown
softarching  Yellow tolight * appears blades
o oft green drought has
browning ~ *Some caused some
inflorescence ~ browning dieback
« inflorescence
haslaid down
with foliage
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Carex x ‘The Beatles - The Beatles Sedge

6/99 7/99 8/8/99 8/22/99 9/5/99 9/26/99 10/99 11/99
FOLIAGE - color ....... 33 35 24 i 2.3 35 3 2 (R 3
FOLIAGE - overdl ....33.............. 34 . 2.2 i 23 33 25 2 (R 3

INFLOR. = COIOF ..cvviviireitecieceeeesresre et

INFLOR. - texture
INFLOR. - overal
FOLIAGE Height ....... !

TOTAL HEIGNE v eeeeseeeeeeeeseeeseeseseeeeeeeeseeeeseseses s eesseseesseeeeesseseeeessees e eesseees s ees e eee s eesseeeee s eesseeeeesseeeeseereeseseseseeon
COMMENTS softarching e« limp, softly ~ « shaded by other « unruly + softly draping + interspersed  « till abright
habit arching plants arches withbrown  green foliage
* some « some browning + shaded by bladesas  « arching
yellowing « shaded by other plants about half
other grass the plant
Chasmanthium latifolium - Northern Sea Oats
6/99 7/99 8/8/99 8/22/99 9/5/99 9/26/99 10/99 11/99
FOLIAGE - color ....... 43 A7 e 4o 42 e 4o 4o 3T e 3
FOLIAGE - overdl ... 4 ................. A7 e 36 46 . 4o 45 ..., 37 e 3
INFLOR. - calor ......... 37 i, 45 e AT e 5 A2 i 5 45 e 4.3
INFLOR. - texture..... 37 i, 45 e AT e 5 A2 i 5 45 s 4.3
INFLOR. - overdl ...... 37 i, 45 e AT i 5 A2 i 5 45 s 4.3
FOLIAGE Height ..... 27" ............. 27" s 30" e 30" e 30" e 30" e 30" 30"
TOTAL Height.......... A 34" e 36" e 36" e 36" e 38" 38" 36"
COMMENTS -« dll threelook * upright, + does much * nice color * upright stems « il « gtill upright
hedlthy interesting better in full sun starting to lean atractive  « inflorescence
* nice shape Character « great lime color « evidence of with fall will be good
« bright green color + seed head just new growth 00|_0f5 winter interest
turning « withstanding + foliage&  « great fall color
strawberry color heat & inflores-
drought well cence have
great
contrast
o tipsof
blades
brown
* nice upright
habit with
dight
arching
Festuca cinerea - Blue Fescue
6/99 7/99 8/8/99 8/22/99 9/5/99 9/26/99 10/99 11/99
FOLIAGE - color ....... 15 15, 2.2 s 2 e 17 e 1C 17 e 2.3
FOLIAGE - overdl ....15.............. 1o, 2 s 12 15 1C 17 e, 2.3
INFLOR. = COLOT ...ttt sttt bbbkt e b E b s S eh b e e 4 b e Rt bbb e e b b e b e e s e b e st b b et nb e b e e e nb et et ne b
INFLOR. = TEXEUIE ....eeeeeseeeet ettt bbbt b 8 h e E e e b e st e e e e b E e Rt e b e e e R e A e et e b e e e R e ne e st e R e e e bt e b et e n e e enearenea
INFLOR. = OVEAI ...tttk b bbb 1o bkt s £ b b et bbb et s e b bt b et bt se b e et ebene e e
FOLIAGE Height ....... A e A e 6" e 6" e 6" e 6" e 6" i 6"
TOTAL HEIGNE .o eeeeseeeee s s e s e seeeeseeeseeeeeeeeeeee s seeseeeeseeeeesseseeeesseeseseeesseeees e ees e ees s eesseeeeeseeesseeeeesseeeeseereeseseeeseeon
COMMENTS sgruggling ¢ sparse, weak  + Sad, sickly * yuck! * Sparse green, * Sparse + one plant till
~dowtoget  plants looking, small,  sparse fine blades emostly dead ~ green
going,only «brownwitha  Slight green + thin, looks « this must be
partial green  little green bad itsmonth to
« upright with « the small shine
dight arching amount of
regrowth has
great
evergreen
color
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Festuca cinerea ‘Elijah Blue' - Elijah Blue Fescue

6/99 7/99 8/8/99 8/22/99 9/5/99 9/26/99 10/99 11/99
FOLIAGE - calor ....... 35 36 3.2 i 36 e 35 35 37 e, 4
FOLIAGE - overdl ....33.............. 36..

INFLOR. = COIOF ..ot
INFLOR. - texture............
INFLOR. - overdl .............
FOLIAGE Height ..... 11" s
TOTAL HEIGNE ..o eese e e ee e e ee e ee e ee e ee e se e ee s se e ee s se e ee e es e es s se e eeess e
COMMENTS e sparsegrowth e thinbutgood ~ * Holding color  + dusty steel blue « pretty blue * great looking, e attractive, e till upright and
+ good frosty blue ~ blue color well color mixed with ice blue frosted blue  blue
color «upright with ~ * Pretty blue brown blades clump
archingcourse  dlightly arching « Looks better in « fairly good * dill softly
texture large clumps color upright

Helictotrichon sempervirens - Blue Oat Grass

6/99 7/99 8/8/99 8/22/99 9/5/99 9/26/99 10/99 11/99
FOLIAGE - color ....... 4o, I 2.6 e, 2.6 .. 37 . 2 e 2 e, 2.6
FOLIAGE - overdl ....45.............. 37 e 24 . 24 .. 35 . 2 e 2 e, 2.3
LN L @ oo o) .. ST
1N L IO (= 10 = . SO S RO TROPPR
LN L @ o V7= - | O~ TSR
FOLIAGE Height ..... " " S 16" ... 16" e 16" ...t 13" 13"
QLI 2 R = 1= T o OSSR

COMMENTS +lovethesilver «small tidy plant e pretty blue * lotsof dieback « afew bladesof « nice gray-blue * mostly o very little till
blue color + sparse clump color, butalot  «hbutgoodcolor  beautiful blue  onwhatisstill  brownwith  blue

* someshading  « pretty blue, but of brownfoliage  otherwise with more dive afew blue
by other has some o few live blades brown blades blades
grasses brown foliage * upright with * new growth

throughout the soft arching has great
plant « very thin, color
mostly brown s remains
* lots of dieback upright with
soft arch

I mperata cylindrica ‘Red Baron’ - Japanese Blood Grass

6/99 7/99 8/8/99 8/22/99 9/5/99 9/26/99 10/99 11/99
FOLIAGE - calor ....... . A 2.6 s 24 e 1 S 2 s 15 15 16
FOLIAGE - overdl ....35.............. 2 e 2 e 26 e 17 e 15 13 13
L L @ oo o OSSPSR
INFLOR. = TEXIUIE ...ttt ettt st s b e bt b e e b e aeese e s e e e s e e R e e R e SR e SRt e Re e Re e e e AR e HE e HEe AR e oA e eE e e REeREem e e s e s e b e abeaReebeerenne e s ene e es
L @ o Y= - || SRS
FOLIAGE Height ..... 12" ............. s 13" e 13" e 12" e 10" e 10" e 10"
IO 1 7 R 1= o o ST
COMMENTS ~ esparse, small e thin, only about » sparse, some  « few blades soneplantis e lack of water? « mostly + did not
plant 12 blades red on foliage dead, the other brownwith  preform as
« great red foliage » somered isnot afew red expected
impressive blades « |ooked the
s little « very thin same since
spreading, and sincespring  spring
very thin
+ good red with
little green
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Luzula sylvatica - Greater Woodrush

6/99 7/99 8/8/99 8/22/99 9/5/99 9/26/99 10/99 11/99
FOLIAGE - color ....... 2.7 e, 13 i R 1o 1o 1o 13 s 1.7
FOLIAGE - overdl .... 2.7 .............. 1o, R 1o 1o 1o 13 s 1.7
INFLOR. = COIOF ..ttt sttt b et b et b et et e st e b e s et e e s e s e s e s ebe s ess e b e s eb e e e eneebe e ese e e eneebe e eseebeneabe e eseabeneeseaeseabanens
LN I (= LU = USSP
L @ o Y= - || OSSPSR
FOLIAGE Height ....... 8" e 8" e 6" e 6" e 6" e 6" e 6" e, 6"
TOTAL HEIGNE ..o e se e ee e ee e es e se e ee e ee e ss e ee e ss e ss s se e eeess s
COMMENTS . yowninmiddle « deadincenter  » dryincenter < afew good « amost totally  * closer to » mostly dead  * mostly dead
of clump 3rdplantdead  bladesonouter brownedout,  death each fromcenter ~ withafew
« one plant dead « looks poorly edge sparse, upright  day out green blades-
« looks kind of green blades not impressive
bleached out with * great amount
brown tips of dead
* |lack of
moisture?, too
much sun?
Miscanthus giganteus - Giant Chinese Silver Grass
6/99 7/99 8/8/99 8/22/99 9/5/99 9/26/99 10/99 11/99
FOLIAGE - calor ....... 47 . Ny 38 e 43 .. 37 e 45 ..., R 45
FOLIAGE - overdl .... 4.7 .............. 45 e 38 e 4o, 35 1 I 35 45
LN @ R oo o S 4.6
N I R (= (=SSP 4.6
INFLOR. - overal e eeueeteeeseeeeeeseesseeeeesseeseeeseeeseeenteaseeasteateenteeteenteeteaneeeaeeneenReeasee et eneenteeteeeeeneeaneeeneenneenreenneenreans 4.3
FOLIAGE Height ....... ' ' ' ' ST ' ' '
QLI 2L I = =T L ST S )
COMMENTS = great pink every upright  » upright arching  « dried at bottom  « vertical with lower half of «greentops  + good fall color
colored stripes + brown onlower  foliage, lush soft arches semsbrown  withtan « great upright,
« upright, full partof stalks  greenon top, * lots of bottom brown fall plant
dablestems ~ Wwithgreenon  lower half browning on « upright and
« big top brown lower half of contained
foliage

Miscanthussinensis‘Morning Light’ - “Morning Light’ Jap. Silver Grass

6/99 7/99 8/8/99 8/22/99 9/5/99 9/26/99 10/99 11/99
FOLIAGE - color ....... 5o, L YT 46 ., 5o, A7 oo, 45 . i 5
FOLIAGE - overdl ....5...cccccveues L YT T 44 ..., 5o, 45 .., 45 .. i 5
INFLOR. = COIOT ...uviitiitiiteeieeeeitesteste e e stesteebesteeteeaessesbesbesbesbesbeebeessessensensasbesbesbesheebeeaseReessessebesbesbeabesbeeaeensensensensents 45 ... 5

INFLOR. - texture
INFLOR. - overal

FOLIAGE Height ....... !
TOTAL HEIGNE ... e se e s ee e ee s se e es e es s se e s se s '
COMMENTS esoftarching  *goodlooking e« soft, arching,  » good looking ~  arching softly  * great o softly * graceful,
+ good form plant full foliage plant « atractive plant arching beautiful fall
finefoliage  * nice, well « another keeper « just plain great « full plant
mannered atractive  * very attractive
plant
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Miscanthus sinensis ‘ Purpurascens - Flame Grass

6/99 7199 8/8/99 8/22/99 9/5/99 9/26/99 10/99 11/99
FOLIAGE - color ....... 45 . L (R 42 i 46 .o AT i 4o 45 . 45
FOLIAGE - overdl ... 45 .............. 45 i, 42 e 46 . AT i 35 45 . 45
INFLOR. = COIOF ...ttt nenies D) betitevesesesenenas 5 s 5 .
INFLOR. = tEXIUIE ...t D bevninsssessiennns 5 5
INFLOR. = OVEFAll ..ottt neneies D) beieessebesenennns 5 5
FOLIAGE Height ....... ' VRPN 4 e 4
TOTAL HEIGNE ...ttt SRS 60" .o 60"
COMMENTS e nicewhitestripe « yellowing « foliage softly e arching, full < inflorescence + arching » arching, buff
down center of  « arching arched to habit looksalot habit color
each blade amost touch ojuststatingto  likesparklers .+ great
* Upright, soft the ground bloom inflores-
« tall flowing  full graceful + looking good cence
green form appearance
Miscanthus sinensis ‘Variegatus - Variegated Japanese Silver Grass
6/99 7199 8/8/99 8/22/99 9/5/99 9/26/99 10/99 11/99
FOLIAGE - color ....... 37 e, 2.3 e 24 i, 2.6 i, 2 e, 2 e 3 s 23
FOLIAGE - overal ....3.3.............. 2 e 2 s 2.3 s 17 i, 2 e 3 .
INFLOR. = COIOF ..ttt £ttt
INFLOR. = TEXIUIE ...ttt bbb bbb bbbt
INFLOR. = OVEFBI] ..ottt
FOLIAGE Height ..... 21" ... 22" e 24" 3

TOTAL Height
COMMENTS e thinfoliage + somedieback  * regrowth shows « sparse * Sparse scrowdedout e verythin - e not
o dainty, upright, ~ « sparse promise overtica habit by clump impressive
slow to get decorative « shacled by neighboring  « new growth
growing foliage GiantReed ~ Plants isgreat
* has good * new growth at * shaded y
variegation base looks other
« dwarfed by other great grasses
grasses
+ shaded by other
grasses
Miscanthus sinensis varigatus strictus - Porcupine Grass
6/99 7/99 8/8/99 8/22/99 9/5/99 9/26/99 10/99 11/99
FOLIAGE - color ....... 45 ... 45 i, 44 .. 43 . A3 i 4o, 3T e 4.3
FOLIAGE - overdl ....45............. 4.7 ...
INFLOR. = COlOF ...cooireieiiririecnenieieesenees
INFLOR. - texture .........cccoceeveeeeee.
INFLOR. = OVEFAI ...ttt bbbt £ 4k 14 bk £ bbb b b et s e b bt b ek be e se e b et st e b e st e
FOLIAGE Height ..... 44" ... 48" e 52" e 52" i 52" e 50" e 48" 48"
O 7N I 2 = 113 SO
COMMENTS sgood stripes e uprightwith e upright, soft * vertical, softly * upright * gtill looks
« upright, arching  graceful arch arching foliage arching bladeswith  good, but has
+ good looking enice « has bluish vari ggan on  browntips
variegation cast tothe « arting to
Upper stem brown
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Miscanthus sinensis‘Zebrinus' - Zebra Grass

6/99 7/99 8/8/99 8/22/99 9/5/99 9/26/99 10/99 11/99
FOLIAGE - color ....... 5 45 ., 3.8 i . 35 3 37 e 3
FOLIAGE - overal ... 5......ccc....... 43 ., 3.6 i . 33 3 35 3

INFLOR. = COIOF ..cvviviireitecieceeeesresre et
INFLOR. - texture
INFLOR. - overal

FOLIAGE Height .....

LI I R = 1= T | TSRS
COMMENTS . wal defined « great « needs more . browni ngat e« dripesare « turning * not apretty
stripes * upright, soft room & sun tips very brown fal interest
* upright, arch * nice variegation noticeable « attractive fall
stately « crowded by plant
other grasses

Panicum virgatum ‘Haense Herms' - Red Switch Grass

6/99 7/99 8/8/99 8/22/99 9/5/99 9/26/99 10/99 11/99

FOLIAGE - calor ....... Ny 45 e N S 43 e A3 e 4o 45 .. 3.7

FOLIAGE - overall ... 4.7 oo e A7 e 86 e D B 35 s V. A 3.8

INFLOR. - calor .........

INFLOR. - texture......

INFLOR. - overdl ......

FOLIAGE Height ..... 31"

TOTAL Height.......... 42"

COMMENTS o great * openingin « floppy « clump too « arching foliage « tendstoflop * floppy, not e« still some green,
appearance, middle of « arching foliage ~ thick + floppy asuprightas  turning yellow
swaying clump « clump “Heayy .« floppy

* arching + fine delicate overgrown, Metdl «it dancesin the
« great red inflorescence  needsto be * ethereal breeze
stripes « soft arching divided inflores-
habit cence
« tends to droop

Panicum virgatum ‘Heavy Metal’ - ‘Heavy Metal’ Switch Grass

6/99 7/99 8/8/99 8/22/99 9/5/99 9/26/99 10/99 11/99
FOLIAGE - calor ....... 47 . Ny Ny 5 5o 5o 5o 47
FOLIAGE - overadl ....45............ Ny Ny 46 ... 5o 5o 5o 45
INFLOR. - COIOF ....ovvvreeeeieieienns Ny N 5 5o 5o 5o 45
INFLOR. - texture ........ccccceevvrnnnne. 48 e Ny 5 5 5 5o 4.7
INFLOR. - overdl ......ccovevevenennnns 48 e, N 5 5o 5 5o 4.7
FOLIAGE Height ..... 33" e 38" 41" e 41" 39" . 39" e 39" 39"
TOTAL Height ..o 50" 52" e 52" . 48" .. 48" ............. 48" ..t 48"
COMMENTS e upright, stiff < attractive o sturdy, upright ~ » excellent egrestcolor, e outstanding  ° grest « &till lovely
form « upright, tall inflorescence great egoodcolor,  eethereal  « almost brown,
*good bluetinge « excellent plant  * A+ thisisa inflorescence  good looking  inflores- but has some
keeper + etheredl cence, purple
« very impressive inflorescence, « overall
upright foliage, upright
lovely autumn « hint of red
look  very
impressivel
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Pennisetum alopecuroides ‘Hameln’ - ‘Hameln’ Fountain Grass

6/99 7/99 8/8/99 8/22/99 9/5/99 9/26/99 10/99 11/99
FOLIAGE - calor ....... 45 .. Lo, 42 i . 32 i 35 . 4o, 2.7
FOLIAGE - overdl ... 45.............. 4 . 27 i 35 . 37 e, 2.7

INFLOR. = COlOF ...coevririeiiririneennieenereseenesnenenne &5 i B A5 i B v A 3
INFLOR. - texture ........ccccocevevrenneresenenescneienienes A5 e 5 A7 e B 4o 3
INFLOR. - overal .....ccoccoeieveviveceniieisevesieseienines 45 e 5 43 e B 4o 3
FOLIAGE Height ..... 18" 3 3 18" e 18
TOTAL HEIGNE . 28" 28" 28" .o 28"
COMMENTS « hedlthy plant  + crowded by » great looking * softly arching, < inflorescence « too crowded e Inflorescence
« spreading Giant Reed beautiful, soft  flowswith by Giant tattered,
nicely « weathering graceful foliage Reed lookingit's
+ good form, drought well inflorescence charm
softarching  « soft arching, + the Giant Reed
nice green is overwhelm- al dead
ing this plant

Phalaris arundinacea varigatus picta - Ribbon Grass

6/99 7/99 8/8/99 8/22/99 9/5/99 9/26/99 10/99 11/99
FOLIAGE - color ....... 43 . 37 s 36 i, T S A5 . S 37 i 3.7
FOLIAGE - overal ....35............. 35 s 32 i T S A5 . 3 33 3.7

INFLOR. = COIOF ..ccvviviereeieeeerecrecre e
INFLOR. - texture
INFLOR. - overal

FOLIAGE Height .....
TOTAL HEGht ...
COMMENTS e thin clumps + spreading habit  + nice variegation e great * good color, * good « il colorful
«widebandon ~ ecolorlocks e alotof brown  Variegation spreading ground + good place for
margins bleached at base of stems habit cover trash to collect,
+ looks good even « end clump * lower low lying
with foot traffic fillingin well blades foliage
« larger clump brown
looks the best
Sedleria caerulea - BlueMoor Grass
6/99 7/99 8/8/99 8/22/99 9/5/99 9/26/99 10/99 11/99
FOLIAGE - calor ....... 1 T 14 .. 0 T 12 e 2 e 2 e 25
FOLIAGE - overdl .... 2
INFLOR. - COIOF ..ot
INFLOR. = TEXIUIE ...ttt ettt ettt st ettt b e he e ae e e e s e e e s e e R e e R e eh e SRt e R e e R e e e e AR e SE e HE e SE e oA e AR e e REeREem e e s e s e b e abeebeebeebenne e s e e e e ee
L @ o Y= - | ST RSRTS
FOLIAGE Height ....... 7 " 3 3 3 3 3 '
TOTAL HEIGOE ... eeeee e eee e e ee e e ee e ses e eeseeeseeessseeesesee s see s eesesee s eeseeeeseees e seseesesesees e seseeesseseeeeseseeseneeeees
COMMENTS o sparse, with  + dying o sparse, with ~ * yuck « few green + rough looking  * mostly » green with blue
browntips  « doesit need much brown  « |ooks dead blades brown, with  cast
* matted old fertilizer orisit  * not much left * suspect lack of Some new
growth the heat?7?? moisture (it is growth

a“moisture
loving” plant)
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Spartina pectinata ‘ Variegata’ - Variegated Prairie Cord Grass

6/99 7199 8/8/99 8/22/99 9/5/99 9/26/99 10/99 11/99
FOLIAGE - calor ....... 45 . 45 i, 48 ..o 46 i AT i 45 . 4o 3
FOLIAGE - overdl ....4.3.............. 45 i, 46 .o 42 i A7 i 4o 4o, 3
INFLOR. - calor ......... 42 . 48 ..o 48 ..o 46 i AT i 5 44 ... 4
INFLOR. - texture.....4.2 .............. 48 .. 48 .. 46 i AT i 5 44 ... 4.3
INFLOR. - overall ...... 42 . L R 48 ..o 42 i AT i 5 44 ... 4.3
FOLIAGE Height ..... 45" ............. 50" e 52" e 55" 55" 51" s 51" 51"
TOTAL Height.......... 50" o, 60" .o 60" o 60" ..o 60" .o 60" ..o 60" ..covvrnnen 60"
COMMENTS e upright, arching e+ amazing * tops! * tops o upright, open,  « amazing! « thin, floppy  * mostly upright
« unusudl looking + foliageis + upright, soft ~ » great stuff spreading «beautiful  * good fall
inflorescence sometimestaler  arching, deep * nice dark fal color interest
whenfirstopen  than green green foliage * mostly + mostly brown
inflorescence  « very impressive « outstanding brown «losingit's
« excellent o neat apped
gructure and
appearance
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