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Agriculture and Natural Resources


Date: 
06/13/2019


Agricultural Safety and Health Program


Objective: To be able to properly use orchard ladders.


	
			Trainer’s Note


			Ask employees to demonstrate using a tripod and extension ladder. Reinforce the proper way to use the ladders. Review the true or false quiz.

			



Background


Before workers begin working from ladders, they should be properly trained. Orchard harvesting teams should include an experienced person, to simplify and expedite ladder moving. Moving ladders in the orchard can cause extra work and may lead to additional injuries.


The improper moving and lifting of tripod orchard ladders leads to many incidents, including falls.


Tripod orchard ladders are designed to be used on soft and uneven terrain therefore they lack spreaders, locking devices, steel points, and safety shoes. This ladder is not a general purpose ladder and should only be used in an orchard for pruning and harvesting operations. The ladder could collapse when used on firm, smooth ground. The top of the ladder can be made of a combination of wood or metal. Only one person should be on the ladder at a time.


Tripod Orchard Ladder Features:


	Single back leg provides relatively stable support on uneven terrain.
	Steps are at least 27 inches long and should have a metal angle brace.
	Maximum flare on the top to bottom rails (averaging 2.25 inches per foot) is required to stabilize the base.
	A double base on the rails is provided to control excessive penetration in soft soil.



The back of an orchard ladder should be towards the tree center, allowing for additional support if the worker slips. An orchard extension ladder should only have one person on the ladder at a time. The top of the ladder is not to be used as a step.


Orchard Extension Ladder Features:


	Converging rails at the top for easy fit in the limb crotch.
	Virtual one-point top bearing increases stability.
	Optional equipment which can be used on orchard extension ladders includes:
		Steel “spikes” to prevent base slipping/skidding.
	Rubber sleeves on upper rail sector to reduce branch abrasion and possibility of slip along the limb.


	



Review The Following Points


	Tripod orchard ladders are a source of many injury incidents.
	The top of the ladder is prohibited as a step.
	It is recommended that the back of an orchard ladder should be aimed toward the tree center.
	Everyone using a ladder should have proper training before work begins, especially in orchards.



About These Modules


The Ag Tailgate Training Series was developed by members of the Agricultural Safety and Health Program in the Department of Food, Agricultural and Biological Engineering. Revised by Dee Jepsen, State Agricultural Safety Leader, with editing assistance by Lisa Pfeifer and Cody McClain.


True or False Answer Key


	T
	T
	T
	T
	F



 


Quiz: Orchard Ladder Safety


 


Name:______________________________________     


True or False?    


	1. Never use the top step of a ladder to reach.	T	F
	2. Everyone using a ladder should have training. 	T	F
	3. Moving the ladders as little as possible will save time and prevent injury.	T	F
	4. Orchard harvesting teams should include an experienced person, to simplify and expedite ladder moving.	T	F
	5. Tripod orchard ladders can be used as a general purpose ladder on the farm and home.	T	F



    


   


 


 


 


 


 





Topics: 
Ag Crops and Livestock
Farm Management


Tags: 
agricultural tailgate safety training for operators and supervisors
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orchard
ladder-safety
hazards
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          To print a fact sheet, use the "Print" command in your browser. You may then either print the fact sheet or save it as a PDF. Best printed in Google Chrome.
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			Locate An Office


			We connect with people in all stages of life, from young children to older adults.  We work with families and children, farmers and businessowners, community leaders and elected officials to build better lives, better businesses and better communities to make Ohio great.


			
			  	
			


			
					Locate an office in my county
	Locate a statewide office
	Extension personnel directory
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          If you have a disability and experience difficulty accessing this content request accommodation here.

        Maintenance and Support

        This site designed and maintained by CFAES Marketing and Communications.  For technical support please contact the CFAES Helpdesk. 
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