
Caught In or Between Objects 

Objective: Avoid being caught in or between objects.

How to Use This Module

Workers can sustain serious injuries when they are caught in machinery parts or caught 
between objects. For this module:

•	 Review why caught-in and caught-between accidents happen.
•	 Share accident experiences with other workers.
•	 Discuss typical accidents and why they happened with your supervisor and other 

workers.
•	 Review the important points.
•	 Take the True/False quiz to check your learning.

Background 

Green industry workplaces are full of heavy objects that can move — vehicles, equipment, machinery.  
Many of those objects also have moving parts. Objects that are raised off the ground can fall. When one of those 
objects moves unexpectedly or falls, it can land on a worker. The worker can be caught between the object and 
the ground or another object.

Or a worker can be caught in moving machinery parts. Caught-in or caught-between accidents can occur be-
tween a power-take-off (PTO) and the shielding, as shown here. Other hazards include pinch points, cut points, 
and crush points. For more information, see the Tailgate Safety Training module Protecting Hands and Fingers.
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Reasons Caught-In and Caught-Between Accidents Happen

•	 Working on moving equipment

•	 Working under mental or physical stress

•	 Using unsafe equipment

•	 Lack of training or instructions

•	 Inadequate guarding on machines

•	 Incorrect hitching practices

•	 Distraction

Here are some typical accidents, along with safe practices, that could prevent them.

Accident Safety Practice
• While hauling sod, a worker stopped to change a 

flat truck tire. The truck fell off the jack, pinning the 
worker between the ground and the truck.

• Two workers were working on a stationary con-
veyor when it fell off its stands. The workers were 
caught under the equipment.

Never work under a vehicle or equipment that is 
supported only by a jack or stand. The jack or stand 
could tip, and the raised equipment then will be 
dropped on the person under it. For more details, refer 
to the Tailgate Safety Training module Safe Use of 
Jacks.

• A worker removed the shields on the PTO for re-
pairs but failed to replace them after service. Another 
worker got caught in the PTO.

After servicing, all PTO shields must be replaced. 
Only snug fitting clothing should be worn when work-
ing around a PTO. This will prevent clothing from 
being caught in the PTO. For more information, refer 
to the Tailgate Safety Training modules Safe Use of 
the Power Take Off (PTO) and Power Take Off (PTO) 
Shielding.

• A nursery worker unhitched a wagon without 
chocking the wheels and was run over when the 
wagon rolled forward.

• A worker forgot to chock the equipment trailer 
when unloading a mower and was caught between the 
trailer and the building.

While unloading or working on equipment, the 
wheels of equipment need to be pinned to hold them 
stationary. This procedure is called chocking. By 
chocking the wheels, the equipment will be unable 
to roll and cause injury. For more details, refer to the 
Tailgate Safety Training module Chock and Block.

• While backing a loaded equipment trailer to a 
truck, a worker was caught between the truck and the 
trailer.

When helping someone to hitch equipment or 
an implement to a truck or tractor, stand to the side. 
That way, the driver can see you. Also, you won’t be 
between the truck and the equipment.

Review These Important Points

•	 Always chock a vehicle before doing any work on it.

•	 Always chock towed equipment before unhitching it.

•	 Use caution when working with moving equipment.

•	 Replace shields immediately after service or repairs.

•	 Never work on raised equipment on a stand — always block it first.
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About These Modules

The author team for the training modules in the landscape and horticultural tailgate training series includes 
Dee Jepsen, Program Director, Agricultural Safety and Health, Ohio State University Extension; Michael 
Wonacott, Research Specialist, Vocational Education; Peter Ling, Greenhouse Specialist; and Thomas Bean, 
Agricultural Safety Specialist. Modules were developed with funding from the Occupational Safety and Health 
Administration, U.S. Department of Labor, Grant Number 46E3-HT09.

Any opinions, findings, conclusions, or recommendations expressed in this publication are those of the 
author(s) and do not necessarily reflect the views of the U.S. Department of Agriculture or the U.S. Department 
of Labor.

Answer Key: 1 = T, 2 = T, 3 = F, 4 = F, 5 = T.

OSU Extension embraces human diversity and is committed to ensuring that all educational programs conducted by Ohio State 
University Extension are available to clientele on a nondiscriminatory basis without regard to race, color, age, gender identity or 
expression, disability, religion, sexual orientation, national origin, or veteran status.
Keith L. Smith, Associate Vice President for Agricultural Administration and Director, Ohio State University Extension
TDD No. 800-589-8292 (Ohio only) or 614-292-1868
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Caught In or Between Objects

Name____________________________________

True or False?

1.	 Always replace the shields after servicing equipment.	 T	 F

2.	 Never work under equipment that is supported only by a jack.	 T	 F

3.	 When unhitching a wagon, it is not necessary to chock the wagon wheels.	 T	 F

4.	 It is not important to follow safe operating procedures.	 T	 F

5.	 Working on moving equipment may cause caught-between accidents.	 T	 F
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